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YES, PM A BIG MEANIE 


hortly after I turned in last month's editorial 
5 (STARRY-EYED DREAMERS), Pat Duke came 
to me and told me what a cool, on-the-mark bit of 
essaying I'd done. 1 swelled with pride, thinking. “Well, 
1 must’ ve really hit the target this time!” 

It was all downhill from there. 

The gist of the responses I got after Ра 5. from both 
within the office and without. was that. gosh, I sure was 
awfully harsh on those tiny comics companies, and, gee, 
mightn’t 1 be viewed as a major stone-throwing glass- 
house resident for beating up on publishers smaller than 
our own still-not-so-big company? The swollen balloon 
of my pride burst, flew around the room with a farting 
sound and flopped in the corner trash can with all the 
pencil shavings. 

So what have I learned from this? (Aside from the 
fact that Pat is either my only true friend. or the only 
опе who thinks I'm important enough to brown-nose 
to?) 

Nothing! Ha-Ha! Yes, 1 am evil and want all crappy 
comic companies to die! Those things I said about 
sympathizing with little start-up companies, about 
giving them their due, about the importance of taking 
the time to at least look at every comic on the shelves, 
just in case it might turn out to be worthwhile LIES! 
Kill them all! Burn their books and choke them on the 
ashes! Worse yet. force them to read each others 
books, then kill them! Bury them as mummies in 
pyramids with copies of all their books so that they have 
to suffer through eternity with only caca to read! 
Antarctic Press is the only good small comics publisher! 
Others are unfit to have my sinuses emptied on them! 
When I said the comics industry is about the willingness 
to indulge someone else’s dreams, | really meant the 
willingness to indulge Antarcric Press’ dreams! The 
dreams of all others are dog vomit! 

Uh... oops. Oh no. I'm sorry. That was awfully 


much 
I didn't mean it, really 
I'ma bad person 
1 apologize 
Please don't see that my name is cursed and spat 
И time 


BUT SERIOUSLY, FOLKS 


The market trundles along on its way, and there are 
1ys of viewing some of the current trends: 
1) Oh no, please, no! The direct sales market is 
e up: distributors refuse to carry books by many 
small companies due to poor sales; retailers focus on 
known quantities and ignore many new independents 
is lost! 
This view may very well be accurate. If so, it spells 
Joom for most companies smaller than ours, and maybe 
even for us, in the long run. If a given retailer or 
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distributor wants to avoid being burned by bad 
comics, the path of least resistance is simply to avoid 
ordering most independents. There are, after all, so 
many bad ones out there, so why waste the time on 
them? 

(2) More realistically, and less pessimistically. 1 
think the true fact of the matter is that retailers and 
distributors are being choosier, but often in a more 
informed manner. Matt High, our Sales and 
Promotions Wizard, recently went on a multinational, 
multiconvention tour (okay, he drove to Canada) and 
spoke with some of our distributors and many of our 
retailing customers along the way. The general 
consensus was that retailers want more information 
before they'll order a book, and that distributors аге 
preparing as best they can to give it to them. We at 
Antarctic Press are going to try to do our part by 
providing the distributors with as much information 
and artwork as we can, and by sendi 
promotional copies to retailers wherever feasible 

An informed market is a stronger market. Most of 
the booms and busts of recent years can be traced to 
indiscriminate ordering, with everyone from the off 
the-street customer to the biggest distributors buying 
up comics they hoped would be hot. I think we ге 
moving into a phase now where all parties in the chain 
realize they have to be smarter 
readers are tired of bad comics, and pure speculation 
is dying off a bit 

In the short run, this may be bad for independents, 
especially the smallest ones. As the market undergoes 
a weeding out, there may be some choice petunias that 
get pitched along with the crabgrass. I hope there are 
по real tragedies along the Way . . . the runaway 
successes of books like Bone and Strangers In 

Paradise lead me to believe that talent will eventually 
find its way to success. But a lot of independent 
companies are hurting right now. and it's probably 
going to get worse before it gets better 

My feeling, though. is that it will get better. The 
companies who remain after the shakedown will be 
better organized, and any new companies will have to 
соте into the market better prepared in order to make 
it. I'm hoping that this means the average quality of 
the starry-eyed dreamers who get their books to the 
shelves will go up in the coming year or so. 

If not, then maybe ГЇЇ get to write a really mean 
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This December. along with the rest of our 
hooks, we will be offering a fresh batch of comics. 
This lineup is called Antarctic Alternatives, 1 know 
we've mentioned them some in the past, but I think 
they deserve another mention here. 

Our ше comic book market is maturing: 
painfully slow it seems at times —but nonetheless— 
it is being dragged. kicking and screaming. into the 
90%. Tolerance for more experimental comics. 
different genres and attitudes are bringing new 
readers into the fold. I attribute a significant portion 
of our phenomenal growth this year to the fact that 
we are servicing this largely untapped market. Many 
industry leaders are looking to successful foreign 
markets like Japan for clues on how they can get 
more people to participate in our medium. As most 
of our enlightened readers know. Japanese comics 
(manga) are often as big as phonebooks, and 
cover every subject under the sun including 
baseball, golfing and cooking. In Japan there is a 
comic for almost every type of reader —no potential 
audience is left untapped 

In America, things developed differently. Comics 
were largely considered a “childish” form of 
entertainment, and.most compunies aimed their 
material at younger audiences. 15 it any surprise that 
their audience finally outgrew them? 

That's all old news. The new buzz these days is 
“diversity”. Distributors. afraid that the old superhero 
market is drying up, are trying to expand a second 
market for “alternative” material. 1 find it ironic that 
the “diversity” buzzword has found its way on to 
Image ads. Do they think their comics are that 
groundbreaking. that different from what we've 

n oris currently available from other 
companies? I certainly don't see them expanding 
secondary markets. Their strategy of milking the 
same tired market is short-sighted and ultimately 
self-defeating, 

Antarctic Press is committed to expanding the 
market and attracting people outside the existing 
comic book readership. But don't take my word for 
it: | think our actions speak louder than our words 
We've been publishing a lot of critically acclaimed 
titles. manga (one of the fastest-growing genres 
today) like Ninja High School and many other 
alternative” titles for а decade, We're not new at 
this. Diversity isn’t just a buzzword we attach to our 
ads to sell more copies. We're offering real solutions 
to insure the safety and future expansion of the 
industry 

Our latest efforts include Schizo, Naked Eye and 
Private Beach (which will be out in January). If 
you're into “alternative” or “diverse” material. please 
check them out: I know you'll be pleased. These 
new books are the culmination of a lot of dreams. 
and hard work, and I think they represent some of 


the best we have to offer 
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YOU KNOW, I JUST FIGURED OUT WHY 
YOU'RE DRESSED UP THIS MORNING, 
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THE WRONG WAY. \ 


y Я x | QUAMUS 12 IN ZOOM 
СОТ WANNA CLEAN y А. 201 FIRST PERIOD. 
OUT МУ LOCKER... SEE УА. A 


NO, те 


МЕ. BECKER. 


REMEMBER, THAT MEMO ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM7 
YOU'VE GOT THE_FIZST ONE... А PANDA 
NAMED WING BE/SHL/NG. HELL BE 

АТ YOUR PLACE TONIGHT. 

TEACH HIM WELL. 
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MORNING, \ 2” 
SHANDA. Ya 


І FONT MIN? WAITIN/ 
DARLIN’ TILL GO SHOWER. 
HAVE TO GET BACK TO 


EWINGVILLE TOPAY. 
BETTER GET THE DOOR 
BEFORE “TERRI 

KNOCKS IT DOWN. ш 
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HES BEEN 
HERE. 


ТЕЖЕ, РО YOU 
HAVE 


NAPKING 
WITH уби? 


SURE. WHATS 
WRONG 7 FORGET 
WHAT DAY YOUR 
PERIOD STARTED 7 


NO, ІТФ NOT 
THAT... 
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WELL, THIS ISN'T 
ОКЕ. MOM TOL? 


SCENT THING OTHER 
SPECIES LOST. 


ALE 
PANDA. IT'S SUPPOSE? 
TO BE STRONGEST 
THE FIRST TIME. 


I'M 20 EMBARASSED. 
THE MALE'S SCENT MAKES 
A FEMALE SEXUALLY 


U KNOW... IN 
SEASON 7 
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THAT BETTERT 
YEAH, THANKS. 
ILL TELL YOu 


ABOUT IT IN 
THE OFFICE. 
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OH, SHANDA, 
WHAT CAN 
You pO? 
HE KNOWS WHAT ITLL 
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ASK МЕ. РАКРЕКМ 
ОРР. 


YOU'RE LUCKY. 
IE THAT РАМГА 
пр ANYTHING 
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ZUBBING THE PHONE 


WHAT РОЕФ THAT MEAN... 
THROUGH не на 7 


HI, QUAMUON 년 HEY! Т РМТ 
{ wi > 
UP TO COULD DRAW! 


E УЕР, THAT'S 
| МАУ 1 САМЕ 
ШІ | 


Y [OL ?ысым/ Нее HANDS ALMOST 
TOUCHING MINE/ SHOULD I 
MOVE MINE CLOSER? 
DO SOMETHING, QUAMUSL 
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И CAT THE CINEMA, 
І SUPPOSE YOU 
ВЕ ALL THE 

NEW FLICKERS, 


EVERYBODY THINKS 
HAT. I DON'T EVER 
SEE MOVIES. 


LL BE 
HERE TONIGHT! 
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ФНЕЕФН! ANOTHER MINUTE 
AND THEY COULD HAVE BEEN 
KOSHER MEAT INSPECTORS! 
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Й Lucu, 1 NEED A... PERSONAL 


FAVOR. THERE'S A CHINESE 

GENTLEMAN COMING HERE 
TONIGHT... THAT ТМ 
SUPPOSED TO TRAIN, 


I HAVE ZEASONS TO 
BE PHYSICALLY AFRAID 
OF HIM. WILL YOU STAY 
TH Mi 
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BOSS, 

ТМ NOT VIOLENT. 
BUT IF HE MAKES 
A MOVE ON You, 


HE'S MINE! ^ 
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You KNOW 


NOBODY AT WORK 


WHAT'S МИ 
WRONG, | HAS SEEN ME IN A 
ES PRESS BEFORE... 
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HAHA. VERY FUNNY. 
EVER HEAR THE 
ONE ABOUT THE 
CHOKING CAT 7 
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DON'T SCREW WITH 
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QUAMUS, IF YOU WANT 
Т0 ТАКЕ ME HOME, 
TILL UNDERSTAND. 
YOU'RE BRUISED 
AND NY PRESS 
12 TORN. 
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YOU REALLY 
THINK THEY'RE 
PRETTY 7 


DOW ㆍ 
YOU WON'T SEE 
HEZ CHICHIG ON 
А FIRST DATE! 
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FIGHT'S OVER, 
60962 You 
МЕЕР ME 
UPSTAIRST 


CONTROL... 


NEXT ISSUE: 


“TRUTH & LIES 
І 
BLACK & WHITE” 


DON'T MISS IT/ 
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